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OADBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

■WTU&L  REPOST 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  IEALTH 
for  the  year  1943 . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gent lemon, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fifth  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
your  district. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  the 
report  is  again  produced  in  a  very  abbreviated  form. 

The  health  of  the  district  remains  good,  the  birth  rate  again  shows  a 
slight  rise,  the  death  rate  continues  to  remain  low  and  there  were  no  deaths 
from  puerperal  causes.  The  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease  is  also  low. 

0 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  resident  population  1943  16, 1 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1943  ~  16, 5 

Death  rate  (crude)  per  thousand  estimated  population  11,0 

Death  rate  (corrected)  not  available 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1943  -  ••  12,1 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  -  jyj.il 

Puerperal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

per  thousand  total  live  and  still  births  2.29 

Deaths  of  inf  arts  under  1  year  of  age: 

Legitimate  (Male  2,  Female  2)  -----  -  Total  4 

Illegitimate  (Male,  Nil;  Female  1)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  births  -  58 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  -  49 

Deaths  from  certain  diseases: 

Infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis  and  influenza)  Nil 

Tuberculosis  --------  4 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  -----  Nil 

Cancer  -  --  --  --  --  \2 


Notes  on  the  Recording  of  Vital  St at i s t i c s . 


The  special  rates  drawn  up  by  the  Regis trar-Gencral  for  the  recording 
of  vital  statistics  have  been  summarised  in  my  reports  for  1939-42»  The 
principal  points  are;  that  all  statistics  relate  to  civilians  only,  and  that 
the  registrations  of  both  births  and  deaths  are  transferred  to  the  areas  of 
usual  residence.  Registrations  of  the  births  of  evacuees  are,  therefore, 
transferred  to  the  district  from  which  the  mother  was  originally  evacuated. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

I  am  indebted  to  the  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  G.  Edgar  Fryer,  for  the 
foil  owing  dc  tails:- 

Water  Supply. 


Leicester  Corporation  water  mains  arc  laid  throughout  the  area  and 
supply  all  except  a  few  outlying  properties  with  water  of  in  excellent  equality. 

Of  the  1,712  inhabited  houses  all  have  water  supplies  laid  into  the 
houses  with  the  exception  of  the  following :- 
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No,  of  promises  not  connected  with  public  supply, 
consists  of  outlying  farms  supplied  with  water 
from  wells  or  private  supplies  8 

No, of  premises  supplied  from  taps  in  yards  outside  houses, 

all  taps  being  Leicester  City  supply  58 

No, of  premises  which  have  access  to  Leicester  City  supply 

by  means  of  a  tap  fixed  at  the  end  of  the  road  11 


Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

A  1  or t nightly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  •council' 
staff,  who  also  undertake  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  and  cesspools. 

An  energetic  salvage  campaign  has  been  carried  out  by  the  council,  and 

paper,  rags,  bones,  bottles,  jars,  ferrous  and  non-ferrous  metals  and  kitchen 
refuse  are  collected. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Total  numbers  in  the  district  on  31st  December,  1943 


a)  Privies 

b)  Pail  closets  - 

c)  Water  closets 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Nil 

34 

1,723 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  19 

"  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  14 

’*  '*  inspections  392 

"  ”  preliminary  notices  served  (Housing  18 

(Other  notices  116 

"  ”  t:  '*  complied  with 

(Housing  21 

(Other  notices  116 


No  statutory  or  summary  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 
Braflication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


No. of  dwelling  houses  found  infested 


Nil 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses . 

1.  (a)  Total  No, of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Puolic  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  No,  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing(Consolidation)Regul stiona  1925  and  1932 

3.  No. of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

No, of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  its  officers 

No, of  defective  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
action  under  statutory  powers  wa.s  taken  - 

(a)  (i)  iii ter  serving  formal  notice  upon  the  owners  under 

Sections  9,10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936  ... 

(ii)  After  serving  formal  notice  under  Sections  11  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act, 1936 

(iii)  After  serving  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health 

1  P  *t“  Q 
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(b)  No, a  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
.  formal  notice 

No,  of  ea»sos  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 
No. of  houses  erected  during  1943  ... 


201 

201 


Nil 

Nil' 

6 


6. 

7. 


7 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 


Milk 


/ 


INSPECTION  A ND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


Retailers: - 

No.  on 

register 

20 

(other  than 

No,  of 

inspections  of 

premises 

6 

cowkccpers) 

No.  of 

c  out  r avont ions 

found 

Nil 

Producers: - 

No.  on 

register 

7 

(including  those 

No.  of 

inspections  made 

10 

who  retail  milk) 

No.  of 

c  ont  ravent ions 

found 

Nil 

Moat  and  Other  _Poods . 

There  are  no  regional  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

The  only  animals  slaughtered  for  food  were  39  pigs,  and  1  sheep. 
None  of  the  carcases  wore  condemned. 

No.  df  Inspo ct ions 


Moat  stalls  Nil 

Meat  shops  and  stores  30 

Places  where  food  (other  than  meat) 
is  kept  and  prepared  for  sale  7 


THE 


PREVALENCE 


OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASE. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  year  has  been  characterised  by  a  continusation  of  the  mild  epidemics 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Measles  which  occurred  during  1942.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  either  of  these  diseases. 

In  common  with  other  areas  of  the  county  there  was  a,  high  incidence  of 
influenza,  during  November.  The  epidemic  both  commenced  and  terminated 
relatively  suddenly,  but  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  one  death  only 
was  certified  from  this  causo. 

Table  showing  ca.scs  of  infectious  disea.se  notif i ed jduring  the  year. 


Disease 


Age  _ _ _ _ j  *  ;  Gases 

j  Under  ;A11  j  adm.  to 

;  1  yr,  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  13-  20-  33-  45-  65-  '  ages: Hospital  \  Deaths 

«r-  -  r-r-p-«k.  —  ll-  >-r\>  .= -  .  -»  ■-  **'*“*’'  -n-wr  -  -  m  >  .vi  n  i*  -  "»  -*»  '  ~*r  “  **■*■  ",  *”  * 


Smallpox 
Enteric  fever  j 
Scarlet  fever  f 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia. 
Cerebro-spinal 
fever 
Puerperal 
pyrexia 


1  -  1  2  23  5 

-  -  -  -  1 

-  1  -1  -  - 

1  2  4  3  9  7 


1 


1  1 


-  >33 

-  >  1 

_  p  j 

-  28  i 


21 

1 


3 


1 


1 

3 


1 

3 


*  Includes  some  cases  whose  ages  are  not  available. 

No  ca.scs  of  encephalitis  lethargic  a,  anterior  poliomyelitis  or 
erysipelas  were  notified. 


Diphtheria. 


One  ca.se  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  Another  case  a.dmitted 
to  hospital  with  suspicious  symptoms  was  subsequently  found  to  be  suffering 
from  a.  septic  throat. 
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Every  effort  is  ma.de  to  encourage  all  parents  to  have  their  children 
immunised  end  I  must  thank  both  the  school  teachers  and  health  visitor  for  the 
help  which  they  have  given  in  the  field  of  propaganda. 

In  addition  to  those  treated  privately,  43  children  under  the  age  of  five 
and  47  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  were  immunised  by  your  medical  officer 
during  the  year. 

On  the  31st  December,  1943,  it  was  estimated  that  52. of  the  children 
under  five  years  and  $1.  2*o  of  those  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  had  been 
immunised. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

I'  M 

Three  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  and  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  three  patients  wore  all  evacuees. 

Scabies. 

Occasional  cases  of  scabies  continue  to  occur  and  a  number  of  homo  visits 
had  to  be  made  to  ensure  that  treatment  was  carried  out  efficiently.  In  no  ease 
was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  compulsion  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 

Tubcrcul  os  is 

Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  wore  notified  (males 
and  56  respectively)  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  (f entile  aged  46). 

Two  deaths  occurred,  both  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  (males 


EVACUATION. 

The  Oadby  Frith  Ante-Natal  Hostel  under  its  Matron,  Mrs, Vent riss,S,R*N. , 
has  boon  open  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  -  expectant  mothers  admitted 
during  the  year  was  352  and  since  the  hostel  opened  in  April  1942,  578  mothers  have 
been  eared  for.  A  happy  atmosphere  continues  to  bo  preserved  and  many  expressions 
of  gratitude  have  boon  received  from  tho  mothers. 

In  addition  to  the  352  -mothers  accommodated  at  Oadby  Frith,  17  adults, 

23  accompanied  children  and  5  unaccompanied  children  were-  billeted  in  the  district. 

At  tho  Wayside  Emergency  Maternity  Unit  administered  by  the  County  Council, 
380  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  and  359  babies  were  bora  during  tho  year. 


aged  27,  32 
aged  31  dud  50 ) 


ACHIOWLEDGMENT . 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  the  Ohairman  and  Members  of  tho 
Council  and  to  the  Officers  and  Staff  for  the  ready  co-operation  and  help 
which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant,  • 

ALEC  E,  MARTIN,  M.D.  ,D,P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July  21st,  1944. 


